
 

Listen & Appraise 

 

Performing inc Singing & Playing Instruments Composing & Improvising 

 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them.  

They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through, music,  

EYFS – Nursery 

 

Why do you love me so 

much?  

 

Why do leaves go 

crisp? 
 

Where does snow go? 

  

 

 
Nativity 

Do Dragons Exist? 
 

Are eggs alive? 

 
Why can’t I have 

Chocolate for 

Breakfast? 

 

How High Can I Jump? 

 

End of Nursery 

production                          
Typical Behaviours                                                                                                                                       
-Captures experiences and responses with a range of media such as music 

-Begins to build a repertoire of songs 

EYFS - Reception Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them.  

They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through, music, 
Do you want to be 

friends?  

 

Why do squirrels hide 

their nuts? 
 

Will you read me a 

story? 

 

 

 

 

 

Nativity 

What happens when I 

fall to sleep? 
- Can the children listen 

quietly? 

- Can they listen for a 

sustained period? 

- Do they join in with 

lullabies? 

 

Who lives in a rock 

pool? 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day 

Why do ladybirds have 

spots? 
- 

Are We There Yet? 

 

 

 

 

 
Graduation 

Typical Behaviours 
- Taps out simple rhythms.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

– Explores the different sounds of instruments 

- Makes music  

- Captures experiences and responses with a range of media 

- Sings a few familiar songs 

- Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances 

- Sing a song 

- Creates movement in response to music 

 

 

 

St Andrew’s C of E Primary School  

Curriculum Map for Music 
 



 

 

KS1 - Year 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

National Curriculum – KS1 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Cornerstones Superheroes 
Composing & 

Improvising  

 
 Experiment with 

create, select and 

combine sounds using 

the interrelated 

dimension of music 

Dinosaur Planet 
Performing (sing/inst) 

 
 Use their voices 

creatively and 

expressively by 

singing songs and 

speaking chants and 

rhymes. 

Paws, Claws and 

Whiskers 
Performing (sing/inst) 

 
 Play tuned and 

untuned instruments 

musically 

 

Enchanted Woodland 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Beachcomber 

 

Memory box 
Performing (sing/inst) 

Composing & 

Improvising  

 
 Use their voices 

creatively and 

expressively by 

singing songs and 

Listen & Appraise 

 

Performing inc Singing & Playing Instruments Composing & Improvising 

A Pupils recognise basic style indicators and  

             different instruments used 

B Pupils understand and can find the pulse in  

             different music 

C Pupils begin to use correct musical language 

             during discussions and begin to understand  

             the purpose of songs and their context 

D          Pupils discuss simple dimensions of music  

E        Pupils understand the importance of warming  

          up their voices and a good singing position 

F        Pupils can follow instructions about when to  

          play and sing 

G        Pupils sing as a group in time and with  

          appropriate pitch developing confidence to  

          sing alone 

H        Pupils can play a classroom instrument as  

           of a group and respond to simple musical cues  

           such as starting and stopping part. 

I         Pupils know how to look after musical  

           instruments correctly and treat them with  

           respect. 

J         Pupils know how to play and move between  

           different parts using a sound-before symbol  

           approach. 

Q        Pupils can sing, play, perform, improvise and play  

           back compositions as part of a group 

R         Pupils can practise, rehearse and present  

           performances confidently in front of an audience 

S        Pupils can watch their recording and discuss the  

           performance offering thoughtful comments and  

           feedback about others 

K       Pupils explore and create simple musical sounds with 

         voices and instruments 

L       Pupils understand improvising and can improvise  

         using simple patters on instruments and / or voice 

M      Pupils create simple rhythmic patterns and melodies 

         and can perform with confidence in a group or a solo  

          situation improvising using one or two notes. 

N       Pupils can create their own simple melodies and  

          compositions using one or two notes.  

O       Pupils can record the composition notating music in  

          different ways using graphic/video, ICT. 

P        Pupils demonstrate a simple understanding and use  

          of dimensions of music e.g. dynamics, pitch and  

          tempo. 



  

 Play tuned and 

untuned instruments 

musically 

 

 Nativity/Christmas 

 

 speaking chants and 

rhymes. 

 

 Experiment with 

create, select and 

combine sounds using 

the interrelated 

dimension of music 

 
 St Andrew’s Got 

Talent 

Charanga       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Listen & Appraise 

 

Performing inc Singing & Playing Instruments Composing & Improvising 

A Pupils recognise basic style indicators and  

             different instruments used 

B Pupils understand and can find the pulse in  

             different music 

C Pupils begin to use correct musical language 

             during discussions and begin to understand  

             the purpose of songs and their context 

D          Pupils discuss simple dimensions of music  

E        Pupils understand the importance of warming  

          up their voices and a good singing position 

F        Pupils can follow instructions about when to  

          play and sing 

G        Pupils sing as a group in time and with  

          appropriate pitch developing confidence to  

          sing alone 

H        Pupils can play a classroom instrument as  

           of a group and respond to simple musical cues  

           such as starting and stopping part. 

I         Pupils know how to look after musical  

           instruments correctly and treat them with  

           respect. 

J         Pupils know how to play and move between  

           different parts using a sound-before symbol  

           approach. 

Q        Pupils can sing, play, perform, improvise and play  

           back compositions as part of a group 

R         Pupils can practise, rehearse and present  

           performances confidently in front of an audience 

S        Pupils can watch their recording and discuss the  

           performance offering thoughtful comments and  

           feedback about others 

K       Pupils explore and create simple musical sounds with 

         voices and instruments 

L       Pupils understand improvising and can improvise  

         using simple patters on instruments and / or voice 

M      Pupils create simple rhythmic patterns and melodies 

         and can perform with confidence in a group or a solo  

          situation improvising using one or two notes. 

N       Pupils can create their own simple melodies and  

          compositions using one or two notes.  

O       Pupils can record the composition notating music in  

          different ways using graphic/video, ICT. 

P         Pupils demonstrate a simple understanding and use  

           of dimensions of music e.g. dynamics, pitch and  

           tempo. 

 

KS1 - Year 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
National Curriculum – KS1 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Cornerstones Muck, Mess & 

Mixtures 

 

 

Bright Lights, Big 

City 
Performing (sing/inst) 

 

 
 Use their voices 

creatively and 

expressively by 

Towers, Tunnels & 

Turrets 
Composing & 

Improvising  
 

 Experiment with 

create, select and 

combine sounds using 

Wriggle and Crawl 
Performing (sing/inst)  

 

 Play tuned and 

untuned instruments 

musically  

 

 

Land Ahoy 
Performing (sing/inst)  

 

 Use their voices creatively and expressively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

 

 



singing songs and 

speaking chants and 

rhymes 

 

 Nativity/Christmas 

the interrelated 

dimension of music 

 
 

 

Charanga      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Listen & Appraise 

 

Performing inc Singing & Playing Instruments Composing & Improvising 

A Pupils can recognise style indicators and     

             different instruments used 

B Pupils know what the pulse is/does/ means and 

             can find the pulse and steady beat to music they  

             are listening to. 

C Pupils can continue to use correct musical  

             language to describe and talk about music 

D Pupils can understand and show how pulse, rhythm  

             and pitch fit together. 

E Pupils can understand the importance of warming  

              up their voices, posture, breathing and voice  

              projection. 

F Pupils can follow instructions about when to play  

             and sing and continue to follow a leader  

             confidently. 

G Pupils can sing with a good sense of pulse and sing  

             together and in time with the group. 

H Pupils can play a classroom instrument as part of  

             a group and respond to musical cues such as  

             starting and stopping. 

I Pupils know how to treat instruments with  

              respect and use the correct techniques to play   

              them. 

J Pupils begin to understand the basics and  

              foundations of notation. 

Q Pupils can sing, play, improvise and playback  

              compositions as part of a performance with 

              increasing confidence. 

R Pupils can practice, rehearse and present   

              with the awareness of an audiences. 

             performances 

S Pupils can watch a recording and offer helpful           

             and thoughtful comments and feedback about  

             others. 

K Pupils continue to explore and create simple  

              musical sounds with voices and instruments. 

L Pupils can improvise by making up their own tune  

              or rhythm using one or two notes, or they can  

              sing. 

M Pupils continue to create their own simple   

              rhythmic patterns that lead to melodies and  

              perform them in a group or as a solo.                                                                                      

N Pupils can create more complex melodies, moving 

              beyond using two notes, increasing to three notes  

              if appropriate. 

O Pupils can record the composition in any way  

              appropriate and notate music in different ways,  

              using graphic, video, ICT. 

P Pupils can demonstrate an understanding and use  

             of the interrelated dimensions of music and begin  

              to recognise a link between shape and pitch using  

              graphic notations. 

 

KS2 - Year 3 
 

 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
National Curriculum – KS2 

Pupils should be taught to: 

sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating 

ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  



 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Cornerstones Tribal Tales 

 

Tremors 
Composing & 

Improvising  
Performing (sing/inst)  

 

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

 

 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices and playing 

musical instruments 

with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 

  

Mighty Metals 
Performing (sing/inst)  

 
 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices and playing 

musical instruments 

with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 

 Young Voices 

 

Predator 

 

 

I am Warrior 

 
 St Andrew’s Got Talent 

 

Wider 

Opportunities 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Listen & Appraise 

 

Performing inc Singing & Playing Instruments Composing & Improvising 

A Pupils can recognise style indicators and     

             different instruments used 

B Pupils know what the pulse is/does/ means and 

             can find the pulse and steady beat to music they  

             are listening to. 

C Pupils can continue to use correct musical  

             language to describe and talk about music 

D Pupils can understand and show how pulse, rhythm  

             and pitch fit together. 

E Pupils can understand the importance of warming  

              up their voices, posture, breathing and voice  

              projection. 

F Pupils can follow instructions about when to play  

             and sing and continue to follow a leader  

             confidently. 

G Pupils can sing with a good sense of pulse and sing  

             together and in time with the group. 

H Pupils can play a classroom instrument as part of  

             a group and respond to musical cues such as  

             starting and stopping. 

I Pupils know how to treat instruments with  

              respect and use the correct techniques to play   

              them. 

J Pupils begin to understand the basics and  

              foundations of notation. 

Q Pupils can sing, play, improvise and playback  

              compositions as part of a performance with 

              increasing confidence. 

R Pupils can practice, rehearse and present   

              with the awareness of an audiences. 

             performances 

S Pupils can watch a recording and offer helpful           

             and thoughtful comments and feedback about  

             others. 

K Pupils continue to explore and create simple  

              musical sounds with voices and instruments. 

L Pupils can improvise by making up their own tune  

              or rhythm using one or two notes, or they can  

              sing. 

M Pupils continue to create their own simple   

              rhythmic patterns that lead to melodies and  

              perform them in a group or as a solo.                                                                                      

N Pupils can create more complex melodies, moving 

              beyond using two notes, increasing to three notes  

              if appropriate. 

O Pupils can record the composition in any way  

              appropriate and notate music in different ways,  

              using graphic, video, ICT. 

P Pupils can demonstrate an understanding and use  

             of the interrelated dimensions of music and begin  

              to recognise a link between shape and pitch using  

              graphic notations. 

 

KS2 - Year 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
National Curriculum – KS2 

Pupils should be taught to: 

sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating 

ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  



 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Cornerstones Gods and Mortals 

Greece 

 

 

Potions 
Composing & 

Improvising  
 

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

 

Traders and Raiders 
Performing (sing/inst)  

 
 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices and playing 

musical instruments 

with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 
 Young Voices 

 

 

 

Burps, Bottom  & 

Bile 
Composing & 

Improvising  
 

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

 

Blue Abyss 
  

 

 
 

Misty Mountain 

Sierra 
Composing & 

Improvising  
 

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

 

 St Andrew’s Got 

Talent 

 

 

 
 

Wider 

Opportunities 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Listen & Appraise 

 

Performing inc Singing & Playing Instruments Composing & Improvising 

A Pupils can continue to recognise musical style  

             indicators and different instruments played 

B Pupils know and can find the pulse to music they  

             are listening to confidently 

C Pupils can use accurate musical language to  

             describe and talk about music 

D Pupils can realise, understand, explain and give 

             examples and show how pulse, rhythm and pitch  

             fit together. 
 

E Pupils can understand the importance of warming  

             up their voices, breathing and voice projection to  

             establish a good singing posture 

F Pupils continue to follow instructions about when  

             to play and sing and continue to follow a leader  

             confidently. 

G Pupils can sing with a good sense of pulse and sing  

             together confidently and in time with the group.  

             Pupils begin to understand the importance of  

             clear diction and tuning. 

H Pupils continue to play a classroom instrument as 

             part of a group with confidence, knowledge, ease  

             and enjoyment.                                                       

I Pupils continue to treat instruments with respect  

             and care and to play it correctly 

J Pupils can play confidently as a group using  

             notation if appropriate 

Q Pupils can sing, play, improvise and play back  

              compositions with increasing confidence, skill and  

             accuracy. 

R Pupils can practice, rehearse and present  

             performances with the awareness of an audience  

             and begin to influence how music is presented. 

S Pupils can watch a recording and discuss the  

             performance and offer helpful and thoughtful  

             comments and feedback about others. 

K Pupils continue to explore and create simple  

             musical improvisations with voices and  

             instruments. 

L Pupils continue to improvise by making up their  

             own tune or rhythm using one, two or three notes,  

             or you can sing 

M Pupils continue to create their own complex  

              rhythmic patterns that lead to melodies and     

              perform them in a group or as a solo.                             

N Pupils can confidently create more complex  

              melodies, moving beyond using two notes,   

              increasing to three notes then five if        

              appropriate.                                                         

O Pupils can record the composition and notate  

              music in creative ways, using voice, sounds, and 

              instruments       

P Pupils continue to demonstrate an understanding  

              and use of the interrelated dimensions of music  

              and begin to recognise a link between shape and  

              pitch using notations if appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

KS2 - Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
National Curriculum – KS2 

Pupils should be taught to: 

sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating 

ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  



 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Cornerstones Stargazers 
Listen & Appraise 

 
 Develop an 

understanding of the 

history of music  

 

 Space (Neil 

Armstrong) 

Celebration 

Assembly for 

Parents 

 

Revolution 
Listen & Appraise 

 
 Appreciate and 

understand a wide 

range of high-quality 

live and recorded 

music drawn from 

different traditions 

and from great 

composers and 

musicians. 

 
 

Peasants, Princes 

and Pestilence 
Performing (sing/inst)  

 
 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices and playing 

musical instruments 

with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 
 

 Young Voices 

Frozen Kingdom 
Composing & 

Improvising 
 

 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

 

Scream Machine 
 

 St Andrew’s Got Talent 

 

 

Wider 

Opportunities 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Listen & Appraise 

 

Performing inc Singing & Playing Instruments Composing & Improvising 

A Pupils can continue to recognise musical style  

             indicators and different instruments played 

B Pupils know and can find the pulse to music they  

             are listening to confidently 

C Pupils can use accurate musical language to  

             describe and talk about music 

D Pupils can realise, understand, explain and give 

             examples and show how pulse, rhythm and pitch  

             fit together. 
 

E Pupils can understand the importance of warming  

             up their voices, breathing and voice projection to  

             establish a good singing posture 

F Pupils continue to follow instructions about when  

             to play and sing and continue to follow a leader  

             confidently. 

G Pupils can sing with a good sense of pulse and sing  

             together confidently and in time with the group.  

             Pupils begin to understand the importance of  

             clear diction and tuning. 

H Pupils continue to play a classroom instrument as 

             part of a group with confidence, knowledge, ease  

             and enjoyment.                                                       

I Pupils continue to treat instruments with respect  

             and care and to play it correctly 

J Pupils can play confidently as a group using  

             notation if appropriate 

Q Pupils can sing, play, improvise and play back  

              compositions with increasing confidence, skill and  

             accuracy. 

R Pupils can practice, rehearse and present  

             performances with the awareness of an audience  

             and begin to influence how music is presented. 

S Pupils can watch a recording and discuss the  

             performance and offer helpful and thoughtful  

             comments and feedback about others. 

K Pupils continue to explore and create simple  

             musical improvisations with voices and  

             instruments. 

L Pupils continue to improvise by making up their  

             own tune or rhythm using one, two or three notes,  

             or you can sing 

M Pupils continue to create their own complex  

              rhythmic patterns that lead to melodies and     

              perform them in a group or as a solo.                             

N Pupils can confidently create more complex  

              melodies, moving beyond using two notes,   

              increasing to three notes then five if        

              appropriate.                                                         

O Pupils can record the composition and notate  

              music in creative ways, using voice, sounds, and 

              instruments       

P Pupils continue to demonstrate an understanding  

              and use of the interrelated dimensions of music  

              and begin to recognise a link between shape and  

              pitch using notations if appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

KS2 - Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
National Curriculum – KS2 

Pupils should be taught to: 

sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating 

ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  



 use and understand staff and other musical notations  

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Cornerstones Hola Mexico 
Composing & Improvising 
Performing (sing/inst) 

Listen & Appraise 
  

 Use and understand staff 

and other musical 

notations 

 
 

 Play and perform in solo 

and ensemble contexts, 

using their voices and 

playing musical instruments 

with increasing accuracy, 

fluency, control and 

expression 
 

 Appreciate and understand 

a wide range of high-

quality live and recorded 

music drawn from 

different traditions and 

from great composers and 

musicians. 

 
 

A Child’s War 
Listen & Appraise 

Performing (sing/inst) 

Composing & 

Improvising 
 

 Listen with 

attention to detail 

and recall sounds 

with increasing aural 

memory 

 
 Play and perform in 

solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their 

voices and playing 

musical instruments 

with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, 

control and 

expression 

 
 Improvise and 

compose music for a 

range of purposes 

using the 

interrelated 

dimensions of music 
 

Off With their Heads. 
Listen & Appraise 

Performing (sing/inst) 

Composing & Improvising 

 
 Appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians. 

 
 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression 

 
 Improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the interrelated dimensions of 

music 

 
 

 Young Voices 

Visual Literacy 

(Alma, Titanium, 

Francis) 

Gallery Rebels 

(Art) 
 

 Year 6 Production 

 St Andrew’s Got 

Talent 

 

Wider 

Opportunities 

     

 


